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Montana Sportsmen Alliance Scorecard 

2021 Legislative Session

Methodology:  Since 2015, MSA has been producing a legislative scorecard.  
The MSA Leadership Team chooses the bills we would like tabulated.  We 
generally include bills we support and oppose, but this year all the bills were 
opposed.  MSA then hires Kathryn Q. Kern to build the matrix and fill in the data.  
No one knows the end result until the tabulations are finished. 

We are officially non-partisan.  We will endorse folks from any party if they share 
our philosophy; and are committed to work for the benefit of Montana Resident 
sportsmen/women; and the long-term conservation of public trust resources.

We have a policy of “no federal lands transfer”.  We will not endorse any 
candidate who advocates a federal lands transfer position.

There are a number of points gleaned from our scorecard.  We have 15 
legislators that scored 100%, 14 Senators and 1 Representative, all across 
Montana. This year, the 100’s were nearly even between the genders; 8 women 
to 7 men. We have 57 0’s this session, more than double previous scorecards of 
the past. This statistic shows a huge and disappointing trend. 

We hope the MSA scorecard will be valuable tool for voters when the next 
elections come around.  
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MSA Bill Summary
HB 320 – Oppose
Prohibit sales of federal land transferred to Montana.
Language for the bill was boilerplate language created by the American Lands 
Council, which seeks to transfer federal public lands to the states.

SB 111 – Oppose
The Bad Actor Crossbow Bill
Revising laws re conditional hunting permits for disabled persons (crossbows)
Description: Allows use of crossbow for persons with disability during archery 
season – Although, this opens the door for people claiming to be disabled. 

HB 637 –  Oppose
$1M spending authority to construct and operate a pheasant hatchery at the MT 
State Prison using the Upland Game Bird Enhancement Program. Allows FWP 
wardens to take a vehicle into possession if abandoned on state land, strikes no 
more than two Class D-4 (hound hunting) licenses may be issued in any one 
hunting district per license year, gives wardens the power of peace officers in the 
enforcement on some private and state lands, changes the percentage calculation 
based on an average that FWP uses to determine bonus points for nonresident elk 
and deer licenses, changes the nonresident class D-4 hound handler fee from $500 
to $250 for mountain lions, increases the number of D-4 licenses from 35 to 50, 
adds in language similar to that found in 505 "is a nonresident landowner who owns 
640 or more contiguous acres. Non-paying guests of the nonresident landowner 
may also hunt and pursue mountain lions on the landowner's property and any 
adjacent public land without a Class D-4 license" Strikes when licenses for bear and 
mountain lion need to be available for purchase, mandates shooting preserves must 
keep records, prevents flushing game birds with a vehicle and boat.

SB 115 – Oppose
Land Board - Puts all conservation easements under the land board.
Notes: Undermines Habitat Montana, priority of Sporting Coalition. Amendment 
moved thresholds for easements to $1M. Fee title lands also were increased from 
100 to 500 acres, and from $100K to $1M. 

HB 695 – Oppose
Generally Revise Environmental Laws 
Original text would allow agencies to charge folks who want to provide public 
comment on EIS.

SB 143 – Oppose
Generally, revise laws re Class B-10 and Class B-11 elk and deer licenses
Description: Bill reserved 60% of B-10 and B-11 licenses for nonresident hunting 
with an outfitter. The bill was amended to eliminate that dedicated percentage and 
replace it with an early draw, allowing up to 40% of licenses to be available through 
an early bird drawing with a fee of $300.

HB 697 –  Oppose
Reimburse Landowners for Crop Damage by Wildlife
Attempts to destroy the Habitat Montana program by pillaging it to pay crop damage 
claims in many hunting districts. The bill would establish a crop damage program 
and use it for claims, but only in districts that are double the objective number for 
elk. And it would apply in districts that have limited permits for bulls or bucks, which 
includes many parts of the Missouri River Breaks and southeastern Montana.

SB 275 –Oppose
Generally revise the board of outfitters and outfitting laws and enforcement
This bill would revise four laws currently under the authority of the Board of 
Outfitters. It would 1) revise the makeup of the Board of Outfitters; 2) would remove 
the law stating that records need to be submitted to the Board of Outfitters; 3) would 
allow for the partial sale or temporary transfer of a hunting or fishing outfitter’s 
business; and, 4) remove the double adjudication of violations from the Board of 
Outfitters.

SB 306 – Oppose
Revise structure of fish and game commission
Description: Expands FW Commission to seven, realigns commissioners with FWP managing 
regional administration districts, mandates at least 2 (was 4) commissioners must be 
landowners that are agriculture / timber producers, Gov to appoint Jan. 2022.
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MSA Bills - Senate and House Overall Vote Percentage

Senators 100%:

Susan Webber
Cydnie (Carlie) Boland
Mike Fox
Mary McNally
Christopher Pope
Pat Flowers
JP Pomnichowski
Edie McClafferty
Mark Sweeney
Janet Ellis
Jill Cohenour
Shannon O’Brien
Shane Morigeau
Bryce Bennett

Representatives 100%:

Jim Hamilton
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MSA has chosen the following bills and their positions for the MSA 2021 Legislative Scorecard:

1. HB 320 Steve Gunderson, (R) HD 1 Prohibit sales of federal land transferred to Montana, Died in Standing Committee (S) 4/29/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed American Lands Council boilerplate language.

2. HB 637 Seth Berglee, (R) HD 58 Generally revise fish, wildlife, and parks laws, Signed by Governor 5/14/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed outfitter and non-resident freebies; allowing non-paying guests of a nonresident 
landowner to hunt their land and adjacent public lands without a license for chasing lions with hounds; 
included spending authority to build and operate a pheasant hatchery at the state prison; robs money from 
the Upland Game Bird Program.

3. HB 695 Denny Loge, (R) HD 14 Generally revise environmental laws, Died in Process (S) 4/29/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed allowing agencies to charge for public comment on EIS.

4. HB 697 Joshua Kassmier, (R) HD 27 Reimburse landowners for crop damage by wildlife, Died in Process (H) 4/29/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed attempt to destroy Habitat Montana by using fit to fund crop damage.

5. SB 111 Brad Molnar, (R) SD 28 Revising laws re conditional hunting permits for disabled persons, Died in Standing Committee (H) 
4/29/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed attempt to get crossbow use into the bow season. Self-serving sponsor.

6. SB 115 Keith Regier, (R) SD 3 Establish acquisitions requiring land board consideration, Signed by Governor 04/8/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed putting all conservation easements under land board. Some members of land 
board are guilty of playing partisan politics with decisions.

7. SB 143 Jason W Ellsworth, (R) SD 43 Generally revise laws re Class B-10 and Class B-11 elk and deer licenses, Died in Process 
4/29/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed attempt by outfitters to reserve 60% of licenses for nonresidents using an 
outfitter.

8. SB 275 Jeffrey W Welborn, (R) SD 36 Generally revise the board of outfitters and outfitting laws and enforcement, Signed by Governor 
4/22/2021.
OPPOSED: MSA opposed revision of Board of Outfitters to eliminate public involvement; remove record 
keeping for outfitters.

9. SB 306 Mike Lang, (R) SD 17 Revise structure of fish and game commission, 
OPPOSED: MSA opposed “stacking the deck”, unbalancing the commission with landowners.

3rd reading Yeas, Nays, Excused, Absent;  
2nd reading (Y2, N2, 3rd reading not available for bills which died earlier);
Blast Motion to get the bill out of Committee(YB, NB); 
N/A  (Not Applicable for bills which died earlier).
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Dist. Senate %
Score

HB
320

HB 
637

HB 
695

HB
697

SB 
111

SB
115

SB
143

SB
275

SB
306

1 Mike Cuffe, R - Eureka 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

2 Carl Glimm, R - Kila 16.6 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y N2 Y Y

3 Keith Regier, R - Kalispell 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

4 Mark Blasdel, R - Kalispell 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

5 Bob Keenan, R - Bigfork 33.3 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y N2 Y N

6 Greg Hertz, R - Polson 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

7 Bob Brown, R – Thompson Falls 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

8 Susan Webber, D - Browning 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

9 Bruce Gillespie, R - Ethridge 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

10 Steve Fitzpatrick, R – Great Falls 33.3 N/A Y N/A N/A N Y Y2 Y N

11 Tom Jacobson, D – Great Falls 83.3 N/A N N/A N/A N N Y2 N N

12 Cydnie (Carlie) Boland, D – Great Falls 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

13 Brian Hoven, R – Great Falls 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

14 Russel Temple, R - Chester 50 N/A Y N/A N/A N Y N2 N Y

15 Ryan Osmundson, R - Buffalo 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

16 Mike Fox, D – Hays 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

17 Mike Lang, R - Malta 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

18 Steve Hinebauch, R - Wibaux 16.6 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y N2 Y Y

19 Kenneth Bogner, R – Miles City 16.6 N/A Y N/A N/A N Y Y2 Y Y

20 Duane Ankney, R - Colstrip 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y E

21 Jason Small, R – Busby 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

22 Doug Kary, R - Billings 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

23 Tom McGillvray, R - Billings 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

24 Mary McNally, D - Billings 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N
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25 Jen Gross, D - Billings 83.3 N/A N N/A N/A Y N N2 N N

26 Chris Friedel, R- Billings 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

27 Cary Smith, R - Billings 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

28 Brad Molnar, R - Laurel 33.3 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y N2 Y N

29 David Howard, R – Park City 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

30 John Esp, R – Big Timber 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

31 Christopher Pope, D - Bozeman 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

32 Pat Flowers, D - Belgrade 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

33 JP Pomnichowski, D - Bozeman 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

34 Gordon Vance, R - Belgrade 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

35 Walt Sales, R - Manhattan 33.3 N/A Y N/A N/A N N Y2 Y Y

36 Jeffrey Welborn, R - Dillon 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

37 Ryan Lynch, D - Butte 83.3 N/A N N/A N/A Y N N2 N N

38 Edie McClafferty, D - Butte 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

39 Mark Sweeney, D - Philipsburg 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

40 Terry Gauthier, R - Helena 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

41 Janet Ellis, D - Helena 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

42 Jill Cohenour, D – East Helena 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

43 Jason Ellsworth, R - Hamilton 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

44 Theresa Manzella, R - Hamilton 16.6 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y N2 Y Y

45 Ellie Boldman, D - Missoula 83.3 N/A N N/A N/A N N Y2 N N

46 Shannon O’Brien, D - Missoula 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

47 Daniel Salomon, R - Ronan 0 N/A Y N/A N/A Y Y Y2 Y Y

48 Shane Morigeau, D - Missoula 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N

49 Diane Sands, D - Missoula 83.3 N/A N N/A N/A Y N N2 N N

50 Bryce Bennett, D - Missoula 100 N/A N N/A N/A N N N2 N N
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Dist
.

House %
Score

HB
320

HB 
637

HB 
695

HB
697

SB 
111

SB
115

SB
143

SB
275

SB
306

1 Steve Gunderson, R - Libby 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

2 Neil Duram, R - Eureka 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y

3 Braxton Mitchell, R – Columbia Falls 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

4 Matt Regier, R - Kalispell 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y

5 Dave Fern, D - Whitefish 62.5 N N N N2 YB N N/A Y Y

6 Amy Regier, R - Kalispell 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y

7 Frank Garner, R - Kalispell 12.5 N Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

8 John Fuller, R - Whitefish 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

9 Brian Putnam, R - Kalispell 50 N Y Y Y2 NB N N/A N Y

10 Mark Noland, R - Bigfork 0 Y E Y E YB Y N/A Y Y

11 Derek Skees, R - Kalispell 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

12 Linda Reksten, R - Polson 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

13 Paul Fielder, R – Thompson Falls 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

14 Denley Loge, R – Saint Regis 12.5 N Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

15 Marvin Weatherwax, D – Browning 75 N N N N2 NB N N/A Y Y

16 Tyson Runningwolf, D - Browning 75 N N N N2 NB N N/A Y Y

17 Ross Fitzgerald, R - Fairfield 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

18 Llew Jones, R - Conrad 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

19 Wendy McKamey, R – Ulm 12.5 N Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

20 Fred Anderson, R – Great Falls 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

21 Edward Buttrey, R – Great Falls 25 N N Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

22 Lola Sheldon-Galloway, R – Great Falls 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

23 Scot Kerns, R – Great Falls 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

24 Steven Galloway, R – Great Falls 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y
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25 Steve Gist, R – Cascade 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

26 Jeremy Trebas, R – Great Falls 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

27 Josh Kassmier, R – Fort Benton 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

28 Ed Hill, R  - Havre 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

29 Dan Bartel, R - Lewistown 25 Y Y N Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

30 Wylie Galt, R - Martinsdale 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

31 Frank Smith, D – Poplar 75 N N N N2 YB N N/A N Y

32 Jonathan Windy Boy, D – Box Elder 75 N N N N2 YB N N/A N Y

33 Casey Knudsen, R - Malta 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

34 Rhonda Knudsen, R - Culbertson 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

35 Brandon Ler, R - Savage 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

36 Bob Phalen, R - Lindsay 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

37 Jerry Schillinger, R – Circle 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

38 Kenneth Holmlund, R – Miles City 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

39 Geraldine Custer, R - Forsyth 37.5 N Y Y Y2 NB N N/A Y Y

40 Barry Usher, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

41 Rynalea Whiteman Pena, D – Lame Deer 85.7 N E N N2 NB N N/A N Y

42 Sharon Stewart-Peregoy, D – Crow Agency 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

43 Kerri Seekins-Crowe, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

44 Larry Brewster, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

45 Katie Zolnikov, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

46 Bill Mercer, R - Billings 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y

47 Kathy Kelker, D - Billings 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

48 Jessica Karjala, D - Billings 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

49 Emma Kerr-Carpenter, D - Billings 50 N Y N Y2 NB N N/A Y Y

50 Mallerie Stromswold, R  - Billings 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

51 Frank Fleming, R - Billings 0 Y Y E Y2 YB E N/A Y Y
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52 Jimmy Patelis, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

53 Dennis Lenz, R- Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

54 Terry Moore, R - Billings 12.5 Y Y Y N2 YB Y N/A Y Y

55 Vince Ricci, R - Laurel 12.5 Y Y N Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

56 Sue Vinton, R - Billings 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

57 Fiona Nave, R - Columbus 33.3 Y E Y E YB Y N/A N N

58 Seth Berglee, R - Joliet 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

59 Marty Malone, R - Pray 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

60 Laurie Bishop, D - Livingston 62.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A Y Y

61 Jim Hamilton, D - Bozeman 100 N N N N2 NB N N/A N N

62 Ed Stafman, D - Bozeman 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

63 Alice Buckley, D - Bozeman 50 N Y N Y2 NB N N/A Y Y

64 Jane Gillette, R - Bozeman 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

65 Kelly Kortum, D - Bozeman 85.7 N N N A NB N N/A N Y

66 Denise Hayman, D - Bozeman 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

67 Jedidiah Hinkle, R - Belgrade 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

68 Caleb Hinkle, R - Belgrade 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

69 Jennifer Carlson, R - Manhattan 25 Y N Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

70 Julie Dooling, R - Helena 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

71 Kenneth Walsh, R – Twin Bridges 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

72 Tom Welch, R - Dillon 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

73 Jim Keane, D - Butte 62.5 N N N N2 YB N N/A Y Y

74 Derek Harvey, D - Butte 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

75 Marta Bertoglio, R – Clancy 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

76 Donovan Hawk, D - Butte 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

77 Sara Novak, D - Anaconda 62.5 N Y N N2 NB N N/A Y Y

78 Gregory Frazer, R – Deer Lodge 12.5 N Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y
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79 Robert Farris-Olsen, D - Helena 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

80 Becky Beard, R - Elliston 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

81 Mary Caferro, D - Helena 75 N N N N2 YB N N/A N Y

82 Moffie Funk, D - Helena 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

83 Kim Abbott, D - Helena 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

84 Mary Ann Dunwell, D - Helena 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

85 Michele Binkley, R - Hamilton 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

86 David Bedey, R - Hamilton 12.5 Y Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

87 Ron Marshall, R - Hamilton 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

88 Sharon Greef, R - Florence 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

89 Katie Sullivan, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

90 Marilyn Marler, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

91 Connie Keogh, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

92 Mike Hopkins, R - Missoula 14.2 N A Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

93 Joe Read, R – Ronan 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A Y Y

94 Tom France, D - Missoula 85.7 N N A N2 NB N N/A N Y

95 Danny Tenenbaum, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

96 Kathy Whitman, R  - Missoula 25 N Y Y Y2 NB Y N/A Y Y

97 Brad Tschida, R - Missoula 0 Y Y Y Y2 YB Y N/A A Y

98 Willis Curdy, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

99 Mark Thane, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

100 Andrea Olsen, D - Missoula 87.5 N N N N2 NB N N/A N Y

* Montana 2021 Legislative Scorecard bills and positions chosen by Montana Sportsmen Alliance.

* Legislative data compiled from Montana Legislature Look Up Bill Information website.
   Voting record compiled in accordance with Montana Code Annotated 13-37-131. Any errors are unintentional typographical errors.

* Data compilation and tabulation by Kathryn QannaYahu Kern, Enhancing Montana's Wildlife & Habitat, 406-579-7748, Helena, MT.
   To report any typographical errors, please email kathryn@emwh.org with correction.
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